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tion with this ambition, he applied to the University
of Cambridge for appointment as their printer, a
privilege which was granted to him, but at the cost
of such a heavy premium that he obtained no pecu-
niary profit from it. The Prayer Book, printed in
two forms, appeared in 1760, and the same year saw
the prospectus and specimen of the Bible issued,
the Bible itself appearing in 1763 in imperial folio.
Both are beautiful specimens of the printer's art.

But Baskerville soon became disgusted with the
ill-natured criticism to which he was subjected,
coupled with the failure of booksellers to support
him, and was anxious to have done with the busi-
ness.   The year before the publication of the Bible,
he wrote to Horace Walpole a letter, given by Reed
(p. 278), in which he says that he is sending speci-
mens of his foundry to foreign courts in the hope of
finding among them a purchaser for the whole con-
cern, and during the next few years he was in cor-
respondence with Franklin with the same object.
Fortunately for his country, these attempts were
unsuccessful during his lifetime, and between the
years   1760-73   he   produced   not   only   several
editions of the Bible and Common Prayer, but the
works of Addison, 4 vols.   1761, 4to;  the works of
Congreve, 3 vols.   1761, 8vo ; JEsop's Fables ; and
in 1772 a series <rf the classics in quarto, which,
Reed says, ' suffice, had he printed nothing else, to
distinguish him as the first typographer of his time '
(p, 281).